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1* WE HAD A DISCOURAGING FOUR HOUR SESSION THIS AFTERNOON 
WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DURING WHICH THEY USED OBVIOUS 
STALLING TACTICS. THEIR MOOD COULD SHIFT TOMORROW, BUT 
THE RECORD SO FAR THIS ROUND SUGGESTS NO SENSE OF URGENCY 
AND EVEN COCK-SURE INSOLENCE. THEY MAY CALCULATE THAT 
BECAUSE OF DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL EXPECTATIONS WE DO 
N)T DARE CONTINUE THE WAR. THEY MAY BELIEVE THAT OUR 
&LIT WITH SAIGON IS SO DEEP THAT THEY HAVE US OVER A 
BARREL IN ANY EVENT. OR THEY MAY STILL. WANT AN AGREE- 
MENT , BUT ARE RESORTING TO THEIR FAMILIAR TACTIC OF PLAYING 
WITH US UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE, PUSHING US UP AGAINST A 
DEADLINE (IN THIS CASE THE CHRISTMAS SEASON AND THE RE- 
CONVENING OF CONGRESS) , AND DELAYING AS MANY MATTERS AS 
POSSIBLE SO AS TO INSURE A SLOPPY CONCLUSION OF THE 
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NEGOTIATIONS. THUS WE HAVE YET TO ENGAGE THEM MEANINGFULLY 
IN UNDERSTANDINGS ASSOCIATED WITH THE AGREEMENT AND HAVE 
HU)' NO DISCUSSIONS AT ALL ON THE VARIOUS PROTOCOLS* 

2. ON THE ONE OUTSTANDING SUBSTANTIVE ISSUE IN THE ‘AGREEMENT 
ITSELF, THE LANGUAGE ON THE DMZ , LE DUC THO CLIAMED HE HAD NOT 

YET RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS* WE ARE HOLDING VERY FIRM ON THIS 

^ • 

ISSUE. TRYING TO PRESERVE INTACT THE RESPECT FOR THE DMZ 

LANGUAGE OBTAINED THANKSGIVING WEEK, OR AT LEAST PREVENT ANY 

SERIOUS DILUTION OF IT. WE ARE DOING THIS BOTH BECAUSE OF THE <j 

SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE OF THE ISSUE ITSELF AND TO CONVINCE HANOI | 

THAT THERE IS ONLY SO MUCH WE CAN ASK SAIGON TO ACCEPT AND WE WILL 

R)T ACCEPT AN AGREEMENT AT ANY PRICE* MOST OF THE DISCUSSIONS 

TODAY CENTERED ON THE SIGNATURE OF THE AGREEMENT AND WITHDRAWAL . 

OF U*S. CIVILIANS. ON THE FORMER QUESTION WE ARE DOING OUR 
BEST TO MEET THE GVN PROBLEM OF SIGNING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE PRG 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED. WE PROPOSED TWO PARTY SIGNATURE WITH THE 
TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES SIGNING SEPARATE LETTERS OF ADHERENCE. 

THO REJECTED THIS BUT AFTER LONG DISCUSSION PROPOSED THAT THE U.S. 

AND DRV SIGN THE AGREEMENT TOGETHER AND THAT THE PRG AND GVN 
EACH SIGN THE SAME AGREEMENT SEPARATELY, THUS MAKING FOR THREE 
DOCUMENTS. WE WILL EXPLORE THIS APPROACH TOMORROW, THOUGH IT 
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»W.D PROBABLY STILL INVOLVE MENTION OF THE FRO IN THE PREAMBLE 
OF THE DOCUMENT THE GVN VOULD SIGN? IF SO, THIS APPROACH WOULD 
NOT HELP MUCH* ON THE CIVILIAN ISSUE, WE HAVE KEPT WITH- 
ER AVAL OF CIVILIANS OUT OF THE AGREEMENT AND WILL MAKE 
SURE THAT ANY UNDERSTANDING DOES NOT HAMPER OUR SUPPORT 
OF THE GVN MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

3; AMBASSADORS PORTER AND SULLIVAN WILL MEET* IN THE 

S 

MORNING ON THE VARIOUS UNDERSTANDINGS WITH XUAM THUY WHILE THE 
EXPERTS WILL CONTINUE CONFORMING THE ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE 
TEXTS. WE GAVE A COPY OF THE LATTER TO THE GVN HERE TODAY 
AND RECEIVED NUMEROUS COMMENTS. I HAD A BRIEF SESSION 
WITH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADORS HERE THIS EVENING, j 
TELLING THEM OF THE FRUSTRATING SESSION TODAY AND V 

REPEATING THE FAMILIAR THEMES ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION 
FOR THE GVN. 

4. THE OTHER SIDE MAY GEAR ITS TACTICS PARTLY TO THIEU’S 
SPEECH, CERTAINLY WE WILL READ IT WITH GREAT ATTENTION 
AS WELL. 
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5, ^ IN ANY EVENT I- MADE IT VERY CLEAR TO THE NORTH VIETNAM 
ESE THAT WE HAVE TO LEAVE PARIS- TOMORROW AND THAT THEIR 
STALLING TACTICS MUST STOP* THUS UNLESS THEY DO A MAJOR 

* # 9 

TURNAROUND IN THEIR ATTITUDE, WE FACE THE REAL PROSPECT 
OF A SUSPENSION TOMORROW WHICH WE WILL TRY TO TREAT AS 
A PAUSE FOR CONSULTATIONS. 

6. WARM REGARDS 



